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PUBLICADVOCATE
The cry for equality will not subside until we achieve the 
implementation of that most concrete of all decisions: 
the guarantee of constitutional protection for both sexes.
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I have known the wonder of nature through science and 
now the beauty of it by being with others.

I changed from being a nun who only prayed for the 
suffering world to a woman with my sleeves rolled up. 
Living my prayer.

Principal at Villa Montemar

Too often the poor, marginalized women and people of color do not 
have a voice when major decisions are made that affect their lives. I 
have tried to be a voice that encourages those in positions of influence 
and power to invite others to the table and to be mindful of their needs.
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S i s t e r  H e l e n  P r e j e a n  (Congregation of  St .  Joseph)

Known world wide for her unst int ing advocacy to abol ish the death 
penalty,  Sister Helen Prejean is  instrumental  in shaping the Cathol ic 
Church’s opposit ion to al l  executions.  Sr.  Prejean’s books sparked na-
t ional  dialogue on capital  punishment.  In the past 40 years,  20 states 
have abol ished the death penalty.

HUMANRIGHTS
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S i s t e r  S t.  C at h e r i n e  B e av e r s
The Academy of Our Lady of Peace owes much to a di fferent k ind of 
pioneer who migrated west at  the end of the 19th century.   Mother 
St.  Catherine Beavers spent much of her apostolate in Los Angeles 
and San Diego. She oversaw the bui lding of the Academy at Slauson 
and Crenshaw and then set her s ights a l i t t le further south where 
she was instrumental  in turning a plant of  5 bui ldings – over looking 
a wide val ley bisected by the San Diego River – into Our Lady of 
Peace. Mother St.  Catherine’s legacy can be found in schools in 
Ar izona and Cal i fornia. 
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It will take ingenuity and resiliency to see beyond this pandemic.
It is a new world for everyone but  

we will prevail through our faith and determination.
Dr. Lauren Lek, Head of School
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S i s t e r  C a l l i s ta  R o y
In 2007 the American Academy of Nursing designated Sister 
Cal l ista Roy a Liv ing Legend for her groundbreaking conceptual 
model for nurs ing. Her f ramework provides a better understanding 
of the human experience in health and i l lness.  For 50 years,  Roy’s 
Adaption Model of  Nursing continues to guide the treatment of 
pat ients in healthcare systems throughout the world. 
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When push comes to shove, we will seldom 
disappoint ourselves. We all harbour 
greater stores of strength than we think.

S i s t e r  C l a r e  D u n n 
Sister Clare Dunn was the f i rst  and only nun in the United States 
to enter publ ic off ice in the 20th century.  She served in the 
Arizona State Legis lature from 1974 to 1981. Her purpose for 
being in government was to seek just ice for people healthcare; 
poverty;  women’s r ights;  educat ion for special  needs;  sanctuary 
for immigrants.  She was ki l led in a car accident in 1981.

S i s t e r   B a r b a r a   M o o r e
The f i rst  woman of color to join Sisters of  St .  Joseph of 
Carondelet in 1955. Sr.  Moore marched for vot ing r ights in 
Selma Alabama in 1965. She was one of two Afr ican-American 
nuns part ic ipat ing in the march. Dedicated her l i fe to serving 
people of color and others in need. Her work in social  just ice 
took her f rom a hospital  nurse to the dean of a nurs ing col lege; 
and a director of  a nonprof i t  serving women and chi ldren.

S i s t e r  M a r y  G e r a l d  L e a h y
Recipient of  the U.S.  Publ ic Health Department grant,  National 
Science Foundation and consultant for the World Health 
Organizat ion. Sr.  Mary Gerald Leahy was a renowned scient ist  and 
a dedicated teacher.  Her ground-breaking research into mosquito-
carry ing diseases focused on stopping the reproduct ive cycle of 
mosquitos that carry the Zika vi rus.  Her research continues to be 
cited to this  day.
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