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A Prayer for the New Year
May we move into this new year with the zeal of Jesus,
a zeal marked by generous courage and humble selfemptying love,
the fidelity of Mary who was filled to overflowing with every kind of grace,
and the cordial charity of Joseph whose service was grounded in relationship with God
and neighbor without distinction.
Rooted in the rich heritage of the women who are our past,
seized by the same Love that impelled them to be in relationship
with the reality of their changing world and changing times,
inspired by their vision, integrity, and fidelity,
we enter into this year with courage and hope.
Our God, the people of our world, our Earth, and all creation,
call us to embrace everwidening circles of communion.
May this call impel us to action,
action that stirs up Love,
is connective and inclusive,
and deepens our commitment
to be and become Your people.
~ Sister Joanne Gallagher, CSJ

News From the Head of School
Happy New Year!
At the beginning of November, Jessica Hooper, Teri Heard
and myself had the incredible opportunity to connect with
over 20 of the different high schools sponsored by the
Sisters of St. Joseph. As leaders, we came from all over the
world, including from Le PuyenVelay, France. We are part
of this incredible network of Sisters of St. Joseph that spans
55 countries. Here in the United States, we are also closely
connected with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange: an
incredible congregation of 112 Sisters who have served in
health care, education and social justice, and are closely
partnered with our Jesuit University of Loyola Marymount
and the University of San Francisco.
On Monday, January 8, all frosh students will travel up to
the motherhouse at St. Joseph Center in Orange to learn more about our CSJ heritage
and spend time with our Sisters. Our girls will have the opportunity to personally meet

Events Calendar
January 12: School Closed (New Year's
Holiday)
January 811: Retreat Week
January 12: No School (Faculty/Staff Work
Day)
January 15: Class of 2022 Admissions
Applications Due | Tuition Assistance
Applications Due | No School (Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Holiday)
January 16: Second Semester Begins |
Morning Mass 7:00 am | Parents in Prayer
7:45 am
January 17: Coffee With Counselors 8:00 am
January 18: Noche de Ciencias (Night of
Science) 5:008:00 pm | Alumnae
Networking Event: Declutter Your Mental
Blocks 5:307:00 pm
January 19: Winter Sports Pep Rally
January 20: Class of 2022 High School
Placement Test
January 21: Class of 2018 MotherDaughter
Brunch 11:001:00 pm
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our Sisters, hear their stories, and feel their passion of being changemakers in our
world. I am constantly reminded of the aweinspiring power of our Sisters, and in turn,
how their spirit transforms the lives of our OLP community.
This year's new Retreat Week model will help support the many demands of students'
lives by prioritizing the isolated time for spiritual growth. Retreat Week will allow students
to connect as a class, draw closer in their walk with our Lord, and strengthen their own
core skills in leadership, courage and resilience. We are blessed with our strong
partnership with the University of San Diego and our Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange
who are hosting us throughout the week. Stay tuned to our Instagram, Facebook and
Twitter pages for pictures of this incredible time together!

January 24: Parent Course Advisement
Night 6:308:30 pm
January 25: Fr. Greg Boyle at OLP: Mass
9:0010:00 am | Assembly 11:2012:20 pm
January 27: NorCal Alumnae Reconnect
11:301:30 pm
January 28: Catholic Schools Week

As always, January ends with Catholic Schools Week (January 28–February 3),
celebrating "Catholic Schools: Learn, Serve, Lead, Succeed." Investing in a Catholic
education for our students is about the exemplary academics and rigorous precollegiate
training, all while immersed in a faithfilled community that propels students to care for
others. Our students here at OLP are receiving an education grounded in academic,
social and spiritual learning to form and transform them not only for life beyond high
school, but also for life everlasting. We see that lived out through our students becoming
women of faith, women of heart, women of courage, and women of excellence.
Thank you for all you do for OLP, and God Bless!
God Bless,
Lauren Lek, Ed.D.
Head of School

OLP Retreat Week

Looking Ahead to January

Please keep OLP students, faculty & staff in
your prayers as we attend OLP's first Retreat
Week on January 811, 2018. Learn More

Dear Parents, Students & Friends of OLP,
Happy New Year! The New Year always brings with it
possibility. With this in mind, we very much look forward to
the year ahead and to celebrating the ambition and passion
of our OLP students. We are honored to bear witness to
their ability to turn possibility into reality.
I hope that your Christmas Break has been filled with joy
and good tidings. With the start of the second semester, we
look forward to a blank slate in classrooms, the prospect of
victories on our athletic fields and the excitement of what
will materialize on the stages of Spring Sing and our Spring
play, The Addams Family.
As we look towards 2018, we remain committed to cultivating a faithbased environment
that values innovation.We look forward to launching our first OLP Retreat Week upon
our return from Christmas Break. Retreat Week, which will take place from January 811,
2018, allows us to prioritize the faith formation experience of each student with the time
and intentionality it deserves. Click here to access information related to Retreat Week.
Please keep our students, faculty and staff in prayer throughout our experience.
Rooted in the CSJ tradition, we are committed to caring for the "Dear Neighbor" and
cultivating Unifying Love in our world. This month, we also look forward to welcoming Fr.
Greg Boyle, S.J., the founder of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles, CA, author of
Tattoos on the Heart and, most recently, Barking to the Choir, to lead us in a schoolwide
liturgy at 9:00 am and an assembly at 11:20 am on January 25, 2018. Through his
writing and speaking engagements, Fr. Boyle challenges us to infuse hope into the
world, recognizing that a "lethal absence of hope" is the root of so much pain in our
world. We hope in this season of new beginnings, Fr. Boyle's presentation will inspire
and affirm our CSJ commitment to infuse hope into the world through our actions and
our intentions. If you would like to join us for the school assembly, please click here to
RSVP (please note, space is limited and a ticket is required).
The first Coffee with Counselors of the 2018 year will take place on Wednesday,
January 17 in the Carondelet Library from 8:009:00 am. Additionally, please save the
date of Wednesday, January 24, 2018 for our annual Parent Course Advisement Night.
The evening's presentation will take place in the Holy Family Event Center at 6:30 pm. A
formal presentation will be made regarding 20182019 academic course offerings and all
Department Chairs will be available to discuss course options with you as parents. The

Father Greg Boyle at OLP
January 25, 2018
Liturgy at 9:00 am to 10:00 am
Assembly at 11:20 am to 12:20 pm
All are welcome, but space is limited and a
ticket is required. RSVP Here
Father Boyle will also be at USD on January
25 at 7:00 pm to talk about his new book,
Barking to the Choir. Click here to learn more
about that event.

Join the Pilot Fitness Challenge!
Do you have a Fitness Resolution for 2018?
Let us help you meet your goals! The Pilot
Fitness Challenge is a 30day plan that will

https://ui.constantcontact.com/templates/previewer.jsp?format=html&agent.uid=1129708512403&view=print&back=&conﬁrmMsg=

2/7

1/4/2018

OLP Newsletter

presentation will also be available via livestream. Students are welcome to attend, but
please note they will hear a similar presentation in their class meetings on Tuesday,
January 23, 2018.

get you back into your fitness routine.
Students in the Adventure Fitness class
created this challenge for anyone and
everyone, regardless of current fitness level!

Should you come by school this month, know that it will be alive with the sound of music
as it is time for Spring Sing! Rehearsals will take place after school throughout January
and February. We look forward to seeing you at one or both of the annual performances
on February 16 or 17 at the Balboa Theater in downtown San Diego. Thank you for your
continued support of this significant OLP tradition!

Learn More

Wishing you a joyfilled and blessed New Year!
God Bless,
Mrs. Jessica Hooper
Assistant Head of School

Coffee With Counselors
January 17, 2018
8:009:00 am
Carondelet Library
Parents are encouraged to read Mindset:
The New Psychology of Success by Carol S.
Dweck, Ph.D. prior to our meeting, as we will
be focusing on the growth mindset
philosophy.

OLP Admissions Deadline: January 15, 2018
The deadline to apply to OLP is quickly approaching on January 15, 2018! Spread the
word to your friends and family members. We can't wait to meet the Class of 2022!
Apply Now
Noche de Ciencias (Night of Science)
January 18, 2018
5:008:00 pm
OLP's Campus
Middle and high school students are invited
to attend Noche de Ciencias (Night of
Science), hosted by the Society of
Professional Engineers, to learn more about
engineering and STEM!
Parents are also welcome and encouraged
to stay for a presentation by Ian Bobolia, a
Saints alumnus. No cost to attend. Share
with your friends!
Tuition Assistance Deadline: January 15, 2018

RSVP Here

Tuition assistance applications for the 201819 school year are due on January 15,
2018, regardless of if you are continuing existing assistance or are applying for the first
time. A complete application includes 2016 federal and state tax returns. All information
should be submitted through FAST (Financial Aid for School Tuition).
Apply Now

Alumnae Networking Event: Declutter
Your Mental Blocks
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January 18, 2018
5:307:00 pm
OLP's Campus
Free!
All alumnae are invited to hear Yvette Bowlin
'99, author of The Declutter Code: 10 Simple
Steps to Clarity, guide us through removing
the barriers that keep us from setting and
achieving our goals.
RSVP Here

Athletics: Winter Sports Season Has Begun
Cheer: Our JV and Varsity Cheer teams placed 1st at the JAMZ Bid Challenge in
Anaheim and JAMZ Holiday Showcase in Long Beach. They will be competing in the
CIF Championship on January 20, 2018.
Equestrian: The Equestrian team competed in the Del Mar International Cup, San
Marcos Arabian Horse Show and Saguaro Desert Classic. Romina Fimbres '18 finished
third in the Junior 1.35 Regional Championships in Thermal, California. Jocelyn Moore
'21 competed in the San Diego AHA One Day Show, where she had the highest
Dressage score of the show.

Class of 2018 MotherDaughter Brunch

Basketball: The Novice team played a strong first game against Bonita Vista on
December 14, falling short 2647. In the Lady Lions Tournament in Palm Springs, the JV
team went 30 while the Varsity team took 3rd place overall.

Sunday, January 21, 2018
11:00 am  1:00 pm
Academy of Our Lady of Peace
Holy Family Event Center

Soccer: The freshmen team played two scrimmages against Scripps Ranch High
School and Rancho Bernardo High School. The JV team advanced to the finals in the
Holiday Jubilee Tournament, but fell short 32 in overtime to West Hills High School. The
Varsity team also played in that tournament and currently stand at 120.

$40/person until January 7
$45/person on January 8
Mass Attire
Learn More

Water Polo: The JV team has learned the water polo sport in one month and are
working hard in every tournament! The Varsity team has grown so much since last year
and currently stand at 15 in their season.
Read More Here
Athletics Calendar | Athletics Instagram

Parent Course Advisement Night
January 24, 2018
6:30 pm
Holy Family Event Center

Announcements from the STEM Department

All parents are invited to attend. A formal
presentation will go over the 201819 course
offerings, and all Department Chairs will be
available to discuss course options. The
presentation will also be available via
livestream.

By Dr. Johnathan Chittuluru, STEM Department Chair
The STEM Department is thrilled to announce that its FIRST Robotics Championship
team, The Pilots, has received sponsorships from NASA and Qualcomm for the 201718
season. NASA has generously provided $6,000 for the team's entrance into the San
Diego Regional FIRST Robotics Competition, and Qualcomm has provided $3,000 of
additional funding that the team will use toward building its robot. The Pilots will be the
first allfemale FRC team in the San Diego Region, and they look forward to building a
legacy of excellence in robotics at OLP.
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Engineering students from Ms. Artz's Principles of Engineering course competed in
several design categories at the San Diego STEAM Maker Festival, held on December 2
at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. This group served as OLP's first representatives at the
STEAM Festival. The event was a tremendous success, hosting over 6,000 students
from over 200 schools. The OLP engineers served as excellent ambassadors of the
school, winning four design awards and inspiring the younger students in attendance at
the event. The STEM Department looks forward to a continued presence at the STEAM
Maker Festival in the years to come.

Alumnae Reconnect in Northern
California
Saturday, January 27, 2018
11:301:30 pm
Lake Chalet Seafood Bar & Grill
Oakland, CA
$30 per person includes buffet brunch,
champagne, coffee, tea and soft drinks.
RSVP Here

Soir en Noir et Blanc Gala
You're invited to OLP's 33rd Annual Gala and Auction, Soir en Noir et Blanc, on
March 3, 2018 at the Academy of Our Lady of Peace. This year we celebrate our
135th anniversary of educating young women in the spirit of excellence and innovation
embodied by our founding Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.
Now is the time to purchase tickets or reserve your sponsorship. Learn more on
our website or by contacting Stephanie Kanaski '99 at skanaski@aolp.org.
Learn More

Save the Date: Spring Sing 2018
Where the Wild Things Are
February 1617, 2018
Balboa Theater
Tickets go on sale January 17
Learn More

OLP's Fourth Annual Women's Symposium
Join us for OLP’s Fourth Annual Women’s Symposium on March 9, 2018 at the
Academy of Our Lady of Peace. Modeled after speaker panels at leading universities,
OLP’s Women’s Symposium brings together top women leaders to share their insights
and pathways to success with our students and the community.
It's not too late to become a corporate partner! Through your support, your business
or organization will benefit from direct exposure to hundreds of community members
who are interested in supporting and encouraging young women to pursue their dreams,
find their voices and reach their true potentials.
Learn More
The OLPSaints Winter Social was held on
December 6. Students enjoyed food, games,
good company and ice skating on Circle
Drive!
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Engineers & Artists Collaborate on New Christmas Tradition
By Diane Lehman '08, VAPA Department Chair
Ms. Artz's engineering class and Mrs. Lehman's art class collaborated on a new OLP
Christmas tradition: designing angels. This tradition was adapted from the Clark family,
who had a longstanding tradition of designing a unique angel every year and mass
producing it for all they held dear.

Our annual Christmas At Our House tradition
was held on December 7. We were thrilled to
bring back ice skating on Circle Drive for its
second year! Afterwards, guests enjoyed
local food and desserts during A Taste of the
Holidays. The timehonored Candlelight
Procession concluded the night. View photos
here.

First, the artists created an initial design sketch of some sort of angel. Then, the
engineering class input the design into a digital mapping software that produced a CAD
model to cut the wood on a CNC router. The classes then joined up for a painting party,
complete with Christmas doughnuts and tunes, to finish up the beautiful angels!

Our annual Mass of the Immaculate
Conception & Junior Unity Mass was held on
December 8. Our juniors enjoyed the
celebration, heard a lovely class reflection by
Sanjana Paye '19 and received a beautiful
red rose at the end of mass.

AOC Monthly Highlight: Homeboy Industries
By Margaret Brady '19, Katya Cerny '19, Andrea Deinard '19 and Rivka Bent
On January 25, OLP will have the amazing opportunity to host and hear from priest and
author, Father Greg Boyle. In preparation for Father Greg's visit, the Architects of
Change club presents a glimpse into the amazing ministries he has founded and the
beautiful work still in action today as result of his commitment to Christ and humanity.
Read More
The annual OLPSaints Winter Art Show was
held on December 8 at OLP. We are always
impressed by the artistic talent our girls
possess!
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Historical Corner: Books By Alumnae in OLP Archives
By Dr. Melinda Blade, Director of Mission Integration and Historian
Looking for something to read in the New Year? The Archives have a variety of books
that have been written by OLP alumnae.
P.K. Johnson '38 wrote a book called My Name is John in 1976. It is set in
Carmel by the Sea and follows the escapades of a youngster named John as he
enjoys the beach with his feathered friend, Sam the Seagull.
Margarete Hurn '91 is the author of The Foreigner's Guide to Living in Slovakia.
Margie lived in Slovakia for five years, met her husband there and wrote of her
experiences in living in a former Iron Curtin country. Margie taught English in
Slovakia.
Looking for a rollicking mystery set in an allgirls' boarding school, Villa
Vistamar? Try Salve Regina, written by OLP graduates Erica Fuentes and
Annemarie Stonewater. You will be amazed at how similar the fictional Villa
Vistamar is to our own Villa Montemar.
Read More

For their final project, US Government
students created ballot boxes that held
representations of 10 main concepts they
discussed over the semester. The students
were extremely creative in their
representations, which included a marble
cake that represented marble cake
federalism (also known as cooperative
federalism) and a cookie cutter to represent
gerrymandering. One student created a
game similar to Bingo, but based on the
Electoral College: when a player reached
270 votes, they yelled, "elected!"

Alumna Spotlight: Celanire Flagg '13
By Jeanette Handelsman '64, Alumnae Engagement Coordinator
Celanire Flagg '13 is very familiar with Fr. Boyle. She remembers reading Tattoos on the
Heart in Mr. Christopher King's religious studies class at OLP, and was honored to have
him as the Commencement Speaker when she graduated from the University of Notre
Dame in May 2017. As we prepare for Father Greg Boyle to touch the lives of our
current students on January 25, Celanire Flagg '13 shares how Father Greg Boyle
inspired her coursework and cocurricular activities at Notre Dame.
Learn More

Daniela Miranda '19 performed as Clara in
The Dance Academy's Nutcracker last
month. This role challenged Daniela to apply
lessons learned from OLP's drama director,
Mr. Tracy, and dance teacher, Ms. Marshall,
on the big stage. Congratulations, Daniela!
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